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with 22 villages added fco the original 287 from the old Chopda Taiuka, and 4 transferred to Bhusaval deducted, there were 305 villages for revision.
The subdivision occupies the extreme north-east corner of the Collectorate. It is bounded on the north by the Satpura hills, on the south by the Taptee, on the east by the province of Niniar,. and on the west by the Chopda subdivision of KMndesh. With the exception of three villages situated within the hills, and called the 'pal to/pa, the Satpuras form a large State forest reserve, and from their base the subdivision slopes at an almost uniform, gradient southwards to the Taptee. The best black soil is found in villages along that river, and as the hills are approached it becomes much intermixed with pebbles out of the trap and disintegrated trap rock. There is little alluvial deposit, as the smaller streams that come down from the hills into the Taptee have only a course of about fourteen miles, and are nowhere sluggish enough to allow the formation of backwaters during the rains at their points of junction with the larger stream. Their channels have in the course of centuries become choked up with fragments of rock carried down from the hills, and their true beds consequently lie deeply cut out of the soil below, so that in heavy rains they frequently overflow their banks. Wells occupy a well-marked belt of country midway between the hills and the Taptee, and on each side of this the water-bearing stratum lies too deep for irrigation, the result being that many of the villages at the foot of the hills are so devoid of water as to be uninhabitable. The climate is favourable for dry-crop cultivation, the rainfall, which is tolerably even throughout, having averaged for the ten years from 1875 to 1884 from 29, 35, to 36 inches.
For revision purposes all separately recognized occupancies have been separately demarcated, fields of unwieldy size divided into easily workable areas, aucl all old Survey numbers containing mixed dry-crop and irrigated land have been rcmeasurod in order to ascertain the area under irrigation, in addition to those in which from any cause the boundaries may have changed, with a view to the due rectification of areas and maps. This has resulted in the original 20,868 old Survey numbers having* increased to 33,480. Ee-classification of soil has been carried out sufficiently